ESCAMBIA SOIL AND WATER CONSERVATION DISTRICT
SUPERVISORS' MINUTES
November 19, 2025 1651 E Nine Mile Road
Escambia County Parks and Recreation Department 9:00a.m.



District Supervisors in Attendance
Ms. Carollyn Taylor, Chair; Mr. Travis Tharp, Vice-Chair; Mr. Johnnie Odom, Treasurer.

Attendees
Mr. Joshua McElhaney, District Conservationist, USDA/NRCS; Mrs. Debbie Williams, Es. County Natural Resources.

Call to Order
Ms. Carollyn Taylor called the meeting to order at 9:17am.

Pledge of Allegiance Acknowledgement of Quorum Present Acknowledgement of Public Notice
Agenda Updates/Changes
Mr. Johnnie Odom added HB 123

Minutes of the Last Meeting(s)
Mr. Travis Tharp made a motion to approve the October 15, 2025, meeting minutes. Mr. Odom second the motion. With all in favor, motion passed.

Reports
Treasurer's Report
Mr. Odom stated no changes to report.

District Conservationist Report
Mr. McElhaney stated the Federal furlough has ended and it was the longest one yet. He has been catching up on emails and phone calls. Hopefully the system will be back up soon to process payments. A new EQIP sign up should be coming out soon.

Old Business
Mrs. Williams stated the Agriculture Tour received good reviews.

New Business
The Board reviewed the information sent regarding District round tables, notice of groups/seats that are up for reelection, and the 2026 meeting schedule.

Information regarding an upcoming grant was given to the Board. The grant may be in which the Board would be interested in partnering with Escambia County Natural Resources.
Once more details are put together, Mrs. Williams will pass along to the Board.



Mr. Odom began discussions on the new HB123, which is another Bill again aimed at eliminating Florida Conservation Districts. The Board will review the Bill and at the December meeting make a final statement to send out. In the meantime, the Board will begin a list of representatives and contacts to speak with regarding the impact of the elimination.

Mr. Odom is researching for more information on Florida's parcel data. Data information isn't available for the years prior to 2019. He has reached out to the county's GIS department. Mrs. Williams will inquire to the Property Appraiser's office.

Open Discussions
None held

Adjournment
With no further business coming before the District, Mr. Odom made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Mr. Tharp seconded the motion. With all in favor the meeting adjourned at 10:09am.

Signed minutes on file: 

Ms. Carollyn Taylor, Chair

