ESCAMBIA SOIL AND WATER CONSERVATION DISTRICT
SUPERVISORS' MINUTES
January 21, 2026 1651E Nine Mile Road
Escambia County Parks and Recreation Department 9:00a.m.



District Supervisors in Attendance
Ms. Carollyn Taylor, Chair; Mr. Travis Tharp, Vice-Chair; Mr. Chris Curb.

Attendees
Mr. Joshua McElhaney, District Conservationist, USDA/NRCS; Mrs. Debbie Williams, Es. County Natural Resources.

Call to Order
Ms. Carollyn Taylor called the meeting to order at 9:13am.
Pledge of Allegiance Acknowledgement of Quorum Present Acknowledgement of Public Notice Agenda Updates/Changes
Mr. Chris Curb added several House Bills and Senate Bills to New Business.

Minutes of the Last Meeting(s)
Mr. Curb made a motion to approve November 19, 2025, meeting minutes. Mr. Travis Tharp second the motion. With all in favor, motion passed.

Reports
Treasurer's Report No changes.

District Conservationist Report
Mr. McElhaney stated the Soil Conservationist, Haleigh, was doing on-line training, he discussed the office workload and timeline for ranking. Discussion was held on farm raised oyster harvesting.

Old Business
Discussions were held regarding the upcoming elections for Groups 1, 3, and 5.
Ms. Taylor stated she did speak to Engage Y'all PAC (Political Action Committee) about a post referring to Groups 1, 3, and 5 as vacant Ms. Taylor gave them some background information about the Escambia Soil and Water Conservation District Board of Supervisors.
Ms. Taylor did invite Mr. Jeff Deweese to the meeting, but he was out of town.

New Business
Mr. Curb brought attention several House Bills (HB) and Senate Bills (SB) in Legislation, including the HB to abolish FL Soil and Water Conservation Districts. Brief discussion was held on the abolishment of Districts.
Further discussions were held on HB and SB which would prohibit local government from enforcing certain regulations regarding land use and development codes.

Mrs. Debbie Williams reviewed the information needed to complete the required Annual Financial Report (AFR).
Mr. Curb made a motion to approve Mrs. Williams to enter needed information into the system. Seconded by Mr. Tharp. With all in favor, motion passed.
Mrs. Williams will send Ms. Taylor and Mr. Odom items for review before submitting the final document

Discussion held on the FL Landscape Demonstration Garden Grant. Mr. Tharp will speak with the Native Plant Society on possible volunteers, assisting with species selection, and possible demonstration sites.

Open Discussions
Brief discussion on filing paperwork for the Elections' office, and reimbursement for the Supervisors' ethics training.

Adjournment
With no further business coming before the District, Mr. Curb made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Mr. Tharp seconded the motion. With all in favor the meeting adjourned at 9:57am.
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