ESCAMBIA SOIL AND WATER CONSERVATION DISTRICT
SUPERVISORS' MINUTES July 15, 2026
1651E Nine Mile Road
Escambia County Parks and Recreation Department 9:00a.m.

District Supervisors in Attendance
Ms. Carollyn Taylor, Chair; Mr. Travis Tharp, Vice-Chair.
Mr. Johnnie Odom, Treasurer and Mr. Chris Curb joined by phone.

Attendees
Ms. Misha Phillips, Guest; Mr. Joshua McElhaney, District Conservationist, USDA/NRCS; Mrs. Debbie Williams, Es. County Natural Resources.

Call to Order
Ms. Carollyn Taylor called the meeting to order at 8:56am.
Pledge of Allegiance Acknowledgement of Quorum
No official business was conducted.
Acknowledgement of Public Notice Agenda Update/Changes
Mr. Travis Tharp added under New Business a proposed project.
Ms. Taylor added under New Business the upcoming AFCD meeting.
Minutes of the Last Meeting(s)
May 2026 and June 2026 minutes reviewed.

Reports
Treasurer Report
No changes.

District Conservationist Report
Mr. Joshua McElhaney gave an update on the office workload, funding for cost-share programs, and field work. Haleigh, the soil conservationist, is doing good and will be attending additional training.
Discussion held on a proposed Conservation Easement Program for agricultural producers with croplands.
Brief discussion on a potential upcoming Agricultural Tour.

Old Business
No Items

New Business
Mr. Tharp discussed his thoughts on a proposed Nursery Incentive Program. A nursery could have a gold, silver, or bronze level signage dependent on if the nursery carries all plant species, native species only, or species that aren't on IFAS invasives list.
The concept would be like the Florida Friendly Landscaping program. Mr. Tharp will put the project in a proposal for the supervisors to review when all are present.

Ms. Taylor stated AFCD will hold a meeting in August.

Open Discussions
None held.

Adjournment
Meeting adjourned at 9:29am.


Signed minutes on file
